Smarter ACCESSIBILITY &
Balanced ACCOMMODATIONS

Assessment Consortium

Meeting the Needs of All Students

Assessments help teachers and parents know if students are on the path to success. The Smarter Balanced
assessment system provides accurate measures of achievement and growth while challenging students to
think critically and solve real-world problems. A core principle of the Smarter Balanced system is accessibility
for all students.

The Smarter Balanced tests are designed so that all students—including students who are learning English or
have special needs—can participate in the tests and demonstrate what they know and can do. As a result, our
end-of-year test include accessibility resources that address visual, auditory, and physical access barriers—
allowing virtually all students to demonstrate what they know and can do.

Using the principles of universal design, these accessibility resources include Braille, stacked Spanish
translations, videos in American Sign Language, glossaries provided in 10 languages and several dialects, as
well as translated test directions in 19 languages. Each of these accessibility resources was built with students
in mind and would be cost prohibitive for any state to create on its own.
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from “Smarter Balanced passes the test, researchers say”

For more information, visit www.SmarterBalanced.org/accessibilityy.

Learn More You can also try out the test software and answer sample questions on the Practice Test:
www.SmarterBalanced.org/assessments/practice-and-training-tests/.
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